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FiPSG BeSt Chrissmas ever

By Dehbis Lord

Laurie Holmes, a lnan of-
ficzr at Colony Bank, and her
hushand Stephen, an assis-
tant foothall coach and Spe-
cial Education teacher at
Upsaon-Les, are successful,
young and high spirited. The
happy couple had it all ex-
cept the one thing they
wanied most, to have a habwy,
Stephen and Laurie Holmes
fried for years and each
manth they had to face the
same disappointing  waond,
megative. They were referred
o a ferility specialist. Laurie
said, "We learned of several
different options that could
only increase our chance of
concaption by aboul seven
percent — pretty low odds for
the high cost of each option ™

Laurie and Stephen de-
cided to pursue adoption in
Marzh 2008, “After trying on
our oewvn for such a long time,
we decided neither one of us
really wanted o put our-
selves through the emational
and physical rollercoasters
that would come with fertility
treatmentis. We decided to
adopd, and today, we can tell
youl it was the besl decision
we've mare since we mar-
red in 2006,7 said Laurie,

“Our  beauwtiful  Anna
Grace was barn on January
26, and she i now ning
months oid,” said Laurie
“Truly | forget that | didn't
give birth to Anna Grace, she
is our daughter in every way
possible. Anna Grace's hirth
mom wias 16 when was ham.
She is a very special gifl, and
Stephen and | commend her
far putting the best interest of
the child first and making the
decizion to give her baby up
far adoption. She made the
most important decision of
Anna Grace's life to ghve hirth
to her, and because of her

Lipson Wornan

decision Stephen and | have
heen given a whole new
lite...a life that only a parent
can appreciate, We know
there will be questions down
the mad and Anna Grace will
need time fo process that.
We want her fo understand
the full lowve of adoption.”

The adoption process
was nof an easy one, ac-
cording 1o Laurie, "You have
o open your heart and mind
to sae it isn't that the hirth
mothers and fathers don't
want the child, bacause they
do, They know they can't
qive their baby the life it de-
serves at that point in their
Ives; so they make the most
saffless decision of all - to
give their child up for adog-
tion. Stephen and | began
the provcess through a private
agency, however we ended
up adopting privately. Both of
our families and fnends wera
there with us at the hospital
whien Anna Grace was bom.
Etephen and | actually had
our cwn room and Anna
Grace stayed with us from
the very start,

“Adoption is an amazing
leap of faith, becausa thera
iz a penod of time that the
birth mother has to change
her mind and there is nothing
at all you can do We
brought Anna Grace home
from the hospital when she
was just 24 hours old. Yoo
could see the fear in the eyes
of everyone around us at the
hospital and when we came
haome. They were all 50 pro-
tective of Stephen and me,
ecared that Amna Grace's
birth mam would change her
mind. Stephen and | both
will tell you with full confi-
denca we knew this was the
child God created just for us
Newver ance did the thought
of losing Anna Grace cross
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my mind.”

When asked whal it feels
like o be 8 mother, Laurie
eaid, "Being a mom is the
besl feafing | have ever had!
| never knew | could lowe like
this. You really never under-
sland how much your par-
ents love you until you
becoma a paranl yourself. |
wanna do all | can o make
her proud to call me "mama”.
To walk o her room in the
maorming and see that smile
and giggle... io e har reach
for me..priceless! Being a
Mom changes everything.
Being 8 mom gives you
sirength you never knew you
had. Doesn’t matler how
tired you are, doesn'l mattar
how sick you feel, you dont
stop. Everylhing you do and
say yaou think twice abaoul.
Life isn'l about you anymore,
il's aboutl caring for your
child. It is the most impor-
tant job | will ever have, and
one | wouldn't trade for the
wiorkd. Through Anna Grace,
| now have a deeper love
and respect for my mom, dad
and Granny. | have fallen in
lowve with Stephen in a whole
new way thal wasn't there

before, 1o see him as a
daddy. | can already el I'm
going o have to be the disci-
plinarian!”

Laurne continued, “¥We ama
getling ready o celebrate our
first Christmas together. The
birth of Anna Grace gives
Chrislmas a8 whole new
meaning for our family. This
Christmas won't be 8o much
aboul the tree, the lighls, the
gifts and the parties, it will be
aboul thea life given lo us. A
life | know was God's plan for
us. We are honored that
God chose us o be Anna
Grace's parents.

“We definitely have plans
for mone children. We have
already been in touch with
the adoption agency about
beginning the adopbon
procese again in Januany.”

Laurie wanted to pass on
this adviee lo anyone consid-
ering adoption, "Go for it It
is amaotional, as any journey
can be, but ane thal is worlh
ewary bit of fear, joy, hopaful-
nest and love you feel. Anna
Grace is our daughter. She
was crealed |usl for us, and
adoplion brought uwe lo-
gether.”






